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Act I





h.+h

Music by Julian Wagstaff





h.+h.

Breathe Freely

a chamber opera in two short acts

Vocal Score







Time: 1943.
Place: An office within the Department of Chemistry at Edinburgh University.

It is tidy, but not immaculate. There is a desk, a lamp, a telephone and other furnishings, files, papers etc. appropriate 
to the era.  
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PROF. JAMES KENDALL enters. He goes to the desk but does not sit down. 
He picks up the telephone receiver and dials a number...
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



  
f


       

p


       


      

      

 
                 









h.+h. 





h.+h+h 





4 Poco Più mosso (q=70)
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
   Kendall 
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 
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

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Ritch


ie?


-


Doc tor- Ritch

  
ie?


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
Areyou there?

   
Damned


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  
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7 Poco agitato (h=85)
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Now
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

  

Quite


so.

  
One


can


not


- e


ver


- be


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
care


ful,


-

 

 
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    
 
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   
 

  
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
 

"Mum's


the


word",


and


all


of


that!

   
Of


course


I'll


te


le


- -

    
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       





phone


to


tell


you


how


the


meet


ing



- goes.

 
Bye



for



    
  


f

 

       











now,


cheer


i


- o.


-





p

  
pp
 

 

      


KENDALL sits
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


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10 Tempo primo (q=65)



















Poco accel. 11 Poco più mosso (q=75)











KENDALL leafs through some papers which are lying on the desk.

 
There is a knock 
at the door.

 
Please,

 
come in

 

STANISŁAW HEMPEL
enters. KENDALL rises.

   
Ah, goodday

  


p

   
   

                  

      
   

 
     





















  

Good day,

  
my


dear


chap.

 
Have I


the pleas

  
ure


- of add ress

  
- ing


- Doc tor- Stan

  
is


- ław


-

     
    

  
f

    
 
          

 
   

             









12
































 
Hempel

Yes.

 
Hem


pel.


-


Good


day

 
to


you.

 


Hem


pel?


-

   

  


p
              

    
 

 
    

  
   

   
        
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





13 Like a hymn (q=70)











Ken

KENDALL shakes HEMPEL's hand.

Kendall

dall,-

HEMPEL seems unsure of how to respond, 
but shakes KENDALL's hand nonetheless.

   
how do


you do.

    
I trust


your jour

   
- ney here

  

  
p

      
   

  
    

               
























   Hempel

The train


was ve ry-

   

 
was not


too fraught,

   
not too irk

  
some.


-

 

 
              

      

                                



















14



crowd


ed,


-


no seat


at all

  
till Ber wick.-

     
But Lon


don- Ed

   
- in- burgh


- is

 

                     


 

                        
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






















not so bad,

   
I've seen


far worse!

     

   
Kendall

So

(a little more businesslike)

I hear!

   
Andwel


come- to

 
ourhum ble-

   

               
     

                               







15











home,

  
"The Jam

 
Fac to- ry",

  
-


As we like to

   


f







 


             

 






  


             

16 















joke.

 
Now won't


you tell

 
me please,

  
how we here may help

   
you?

   

    

    
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